
What is the meaning of this? 

Directions: Have students do research on the Internet or in the library to find out 
what the images and symbols on the Indian Head Cent represent.  

Image on the Indian Head Cent Meaning and explanation 

Laurel Wreath (three things) 

American Indian War Bonnet 

‘Liberty’ on the band of the bonnet 

Oak Wreath (on the reverse from 1860-1909) 

Three arrows under the ribbon that binds the 
branches of the wreath 

Shield of the United States 

What event (cause) was happening in the 
United States during the production of the 
Indian Head Cent? 

Describe the three changes (effect) the 
Indian Head Cent underwent in 1864. 

Explain the cause of the Indian Head Cent 
design changing. 



Write a brief summary of the Indian Head Cent. 

Obverse and reverse of the 1864 Indian Head Cent 




